50 Years Ago 


in the Yale Scientific 
excerpts from summer, 1937 


A New Era Dawns 


AFTER MANY YEARS of research, experiment, and 
trial-and-error, television, a few years ago, reached a point 
of development where it could be announced that the 
fundamentals of a new art had been evolved... 

On a television “set”, the “cameramen” focus the 
iconoscopes, and the “soundmen” control the microphone, 
which, placed on a swinging arm, can pick up sounds 
without coming into the range of vision... 

Technically, the art of television needs still further 
improvement in transmission as well as reception. As 
these improvements are made, the cost should decrease and 


thereby reduce the magnitude of financial problems of 
establishing a nationwide network. 


Re-evaluation of Railroads 


THE UNITED STATES railroads are indispensable. 
They have made this country what it is, and have not failed 
in times of emergency such as the World War. 

But in spite of the importance of the railroads, the 
progress made in recent years in highway, waterway, and 
airway transport have brovght the railroads to realize that 
they must dispose of obsolescence and inadequacy. 
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